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Published for the Alumni Brothers and Rho-Mates of Alpha Gamma Rho 
      Winter 2009-2010
In this newsletter:
· Come enjoy the Alpha Psi Alumni Celebration!
· Brothers & Rho-Mates in the News

· AGR “Sheepshead Shindig” still going strong

· Mark your calendars
· Check out the Alpha Psi Web site

Come enjoy the Alpha Psi Alumni Celebration!

Mark your calendars for January 23, 2010, and plan to attend an Alpha Psi Alumni Celebration at the Wilderness Resort, Wisconsin Dells! 

All Actives and Alumni, wives/guests, along with Rho-Mates and Friends of AGR are invited to celebrate, renew friendships, share memories, create some new ones, and “Re-Pledge Alpha Gamma Rho” at this very special event.
The Celebration Schedule
Festivities begin at 11:00 a.m. and will continue with a Luncheon Banquet at 12:30 p.m., with a great program to follow at 1:15 p.m. The event will end in mid-afternoon, but the Wilderness Resort has many areas for “celebration” to informally continue into the evening in smaller groups.
Please plan to attend this very special Celebration. Come for the day or make it a getaway weekend! 

Cost for the celebration will be $25 per person, which includes the lunch buffet and program.

To register for the event or for more information, contact Jack and Linda Ourada, 920-731-8845 or jpourada@new.rr.com, or any Alumni Board member.
Program – 1:15-2:30 p.m.
· Open with AGR Songs: Greg Elwood (#98), Mike Kawleski (#272) & Kaleb Santy (#886)

· Welcome: Jack Ourada (#78)

· Silent Auction to Benefit AGR Education Foundation: Terry Geurink (#294)

· What AGR Means to Me: Gary Beastrom (#1), 
Mike Kawleski (#272), Andrew Christenson (#861)

· House Mother Comment: Mom Monica Voiles

· Unveiling of the House Renovation Plans: Joe Waldo (#269)

· Re-Pledge Alpha Psi Ceremony: Bill Boehm (#45) & Phil Josephson (#101)

· Close with AGR Songs: Greg Elwood, Mike Kawleski & Kaleb Santy

Silent Auction Details

Please bring an item for the Silent Auction – we hope to have a little fun and generate some funds for the AGR Education Foundation.
Terry Geurink will be organizing the Auction, which will stay open until 4:00 p.m. Items already include an autographed copy of the Leroy Butler Story and a Badger Football signed by Barry Alvarez and Bret Bielema. Contact Terry at terry.geurink@unitedfcs.com with any questions.
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Wilderness Resort & Water Park
511 E. Adams Street, Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965
1-800-867-WILD    www.wildernessresort.com
Please book your room directly with Wilderness Resort.

The Wilderness Resort is the world’s largest water park. It was chosen as the location for the celebration so that AGR Brothers and their families could also make this a Family Getaway weekend if they so choose. Besides being a full service hotel, there are 5 separate water parks, game rooms, numerous restaurants, and many other public activity areas. 
Brothers & Rho-Mates in the News
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Timothy Micke, #316, is the High/Middle School Principal in the Athens School District. He can be reached at micke@dwave.net. Tim notes, “We're still playing AGR Alumni Sheepshead - off and on for the last 25 years!” (see article below). 
Gary Mork, #298, is now Vice President/Agricultural Loan Specialist at Peshtigo National Bank, a $150 million locally owned community bank with offices in Peshtigo, Marinette, Coleman, Gillett, and Oconto Falls. Gary has 20-plus years of banking experience primarily in agricultural lending. His most recent position was Ag Lender with Associated Bank. Before this he worked with M&I Bank and Farm Credit Services.
Gary will assist farm customers in Oconto and Marinette Counties out of the Gillett office. He can be reached at gmork@peshtigobank.com. 
Roger Larson, #178, is Vice President of Sales and Marketing for Quality Liquid Feeds, Inc. (QLF), a family corporation with more than 30 years experience in liquid feed manufacturing and marketing. He works out of the corporate office in Dodgeville. Roger can be reached at roger@qlf.com.

Bryan Hanke, #362, is Assistant Vice President at Marathon State Bank in Marathon, WI. He can be reached at 715-443-3913 or blh64@verizon.net.
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Rho-Mate Cheryl Skjolaas is Extension Program Specialist - Agricultural Safety and Health and AgrAbility at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Cheryl has worked for UW for the past 23 years, 17 years with the Biological Systems Engineering Department. Prior to this, she was a 4-H Youth Development agent. 
AgrAbility is a program that assists farmers with disabilities, injuries or health conditions and their families. It provides practical education and assistance that promotes independence in agricultural production and rural living. Cheryl also serves on the Safety Committee of the Wisconsin Custom Operators, an organization comprised of individuals throughout the state who derive their income in whole or part from providing custom farming services (forage harvesting, forage bagging, baling, tillage, planting, combining, trucking, manure handling, spraying, etc.).   
Cheryl was presented with the Donald R. Peterson Tech Transfer Award for innovation in drawing attendees at Wisconsin Farm Technology Days into her farm safety display area.
Raised on a dairy farm in Stoughton WI, Cheryl has an agricultural education degree from UW-RF. She can be reached at 608-265-0568 or skjolaas@wisc.edu. 

Steve Ortman, #4, is president of Ortman Drilling and Water Services. He and his wife, Robbi, reside in Kokomo, IN, and can be reached at 765-452-9844 or rbortman@ortmandrilling.com.
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Steve’s grandfather, J. B. Ortman, started the business in 1922 with a home made wooden drilling machine he bought for $200.00. He paid another $200.00 for a Titan tractor to power the drilling rig. Since those austere beginnings more than 80 years ago, the company has completed more than 10,000 wells with a total depth of more than 1,500,000 feet – almost 300 miles!

Ortman Drilling is now a four generation family firm, which does a wide variety of water-related work for municipalities, schools, swimming pools, parks, industries, golf courses, farms and other high capacity facilities.
 
Known as community leaders and philanthropists, Steve and Robbi help support Bright Star School, which feeds, clothes, and educates the children of the Fuata Nyayo village in Mukuru slum in Nairobi, Kenya. For fun, they restored this beautiful and rare 1932 Chrysler Imperial CH Coupe.
Derek H. Husmoen, #845, has an updated address: 800 Marion Pugh Drive, Apt. 2910, College Station, TX 77840. You can reach him at derekhusmoen36@hotmail.com. He says, “Hope all is well back up in Wisconsin. Say hi to the chapter for me, as well as Mom and our advisors.”
 
Jeffrey Faulks, #330, is an Agriculture Account Representative for Alliant Energy, working from the Marion office. He lives in Clintonville and can be reached at 715-823-9312 or jeffreyfaulks@alliantenergy.com. 

AGR “Sheepshead Shindig” still going strong
Since 1986, a number of AGR alumni have been playing Sheepshead in central Wisconsin, off and on, for nearly 25 years. Tim Micke reports, “In September, Ike Tolk hosted with a meal of sweet corn and Linda's fine casserole and plenty of barley pop to go around.” He adds that others who have played over the years have been Glen Yeager, Tim Buttke, Mark Brodziski, Joe Malsack, and Clyde Nelson, just to name a few.
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Recent card players include (top row) Mark Treml (#184), Kevin Hiebl (#416), Dwight "Ike" Tolk (#197) and (bottom row) Roger "Condo" Koplitz (#293), Tim Micke (#316) and Terry Geurink (#294)
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Card sharps Gary Beastrom (#1) and John Beyerl (#185)

Mark your calendars
· January 23, 2010 – Alpha Psi Alumni Celebration, Wilderness Resort & Water Park, WI Dells
· April 10, 2010 – Pink Rose, The Orchard, Baldwin
· July 21, 2010 – AGR Reception, 2010 WI Farm Technology Days, Alpha Psi, River Falls
Check out the Alpha Psi web site
If you haven’t surfed the Alpha Psi web site (www.agralphapsi.com), you should. The Undergraduates have worked steadily on it and are constantly improving it.

As an Alumnus, here are a couple things you can do with the site:

1. Fill out the Alumni Contact Update Form to help the chapter update the Alpha Psi directory. If you provide an email address, the Undergraduates can also regularly send you meeting minutes, if you wish.
2. Register with the web site to receive chapter info and updates. Fill out the necessary information, and the chapter website chairperson will confirm that you are a brother. Once you are confirmed, please fill out your online profile on the site, so we can get to know you better. 

3. Make Guest Bedroom Reservations. If you plan on visiting the chapter and would like to stay in our guest room, please complete this form. You’ll receive a confirmation follow-up email with our response to your request.
Any questions or comments about the newsletter?

Just click here, jot them down and send. Thanks for reading!

Fraternally yours,

The Editors






