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Published for the Alumni Brothers and Rho-Mates of Alpha Gamma Rho 

Summer 2009
In this newsletter:
· AGR Party at Farm Technology Days in Dodge County
· Brothers & Rho-Mates in the News

· AGR 2009 Reunion/Party
· Hope you enjoyed this issue!

· Mark your calendars
· Alpha Psi Web site is constantly being updated
AGR Party at Farm Technology Days in Dodge County

Brothers of Alpha Gamma Rho and their guests are invited to a get-together during Farm Technology Days in Dodge County. The Crave Brothers will also give a tour of their Farmstead Classics cheese factory operation. To get directions to the farm, click here.
Date: Tuesday July 21, 2009

Time: 4:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Location: Crave Brothers Dairy Farm, W11555 Torpy Road, Waterloo WI 53594

Food and beverages will be provided, and will be funded by donations. Please help the hosts estimate the amount of food and beverages needed by RSVPing to Bill Hantke. 
By the way, Wisconsin Farm Technology Days is in Pierce County next year, so Alpha Psi plans to hold an AGR reception at the house on Wednesday, July 21, 2010. Save the date!
Brothers & Rho-Mates in the News
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Matt Fanta, #596, was named a “40 Under Forty” winner by the Minneapolis/St. Paul Business Journal. The publication awards the designation annually to 40 Twin Cities professionals who are under 40 years of age, have achieved impressive business accomplishments and made significant community contributions.

Winners are currently featured in Business Journal’s annual “40 Under Forty” online feature. Read Matt’s profile here.

Since graduating, Matt has been actively involved in a variety of philanthropic activities ranging from Alpha Gamma Rho to the United Way to the MS Walk. He has been active with the Fraternity’s alumni association at the UWRF and nationwide for the past 10 years, including several years as Alpha Psi Alumni Board President. He continues to works as the financial adviser with the Alpha Psi chapter.

Matt has been with Land O’Lakes for 12 years, working within three of the company’s core businesses and taking on increasing responsibilities within the organization. He joined the company’s animal feed business as a marketing specialist in 1997. A year later, he took a data/information specialist position within Land O’Lakes Dairy Foods. In 1999, he took on a marketing manager role within CROPLAN GENETICS/Land O’Lakes Seed. In addition, in 2005 he took on the role of trait business manager for Forage Genetics.
Jack Ourada, #78, was just elected to the Alumni Board of Alpha Psi. He is Vice President/Agricultural Loan Officer at Citizens State Bank of Loyal. 
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Dennis Draeger, #214, CFP, reports that he survived the 2009 flood in Fargo, ND. Denny is a Senior Financial Advisor and Registered Principal with Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. You can reach him at ddra656600@aol.com. 

Jared Schaffner, #677, is Associate Principal at Onalaska High School. He previously served as advisor to the highly-recognized Pulaski FFA Chapter. He says, “No matter how many years go by, UWRF and AGR are eternally linked in my mind. “ He can be reached at schja2@mail.onalaska.k12.wi.us. 

Mark Vachavake, #268, Stash's Thirsty Thirteen, has been teaching middle and high school science in Alaska the past four years. He lives in Elim (a remote fly-in Alaskan village 23 miles southeast of Nome), which is also the ending of the Iditarod Sled Dog Race. 
He says he greatly enjoys the hunting, fishing, and the outdoors there. “I have caribou heart soup in the fridge, caribou jerky in the dehydrator, muskox, salmon and caribou canned in the pantry and frozen salmon, trout, blueberries, muskox, moose, caribou, and smoke salmon in the freezer,” he notes. “The spring bird hunt is coming soon, so there should be fresh duck, goose and with some luck, crane. Life is good.”

Mark can be reached at mvachavake@yahoo.com. 
Jim Kinney, #417, and his wife, Heidi, had a baby girl, Caitlyn, in 2008. They live in Verona, WI, and he can be reached at jphilkinney@gmail.com.
Andy Bensend, #244, is one of 10 soybean producers from across the country chosen to participate in the United Soybean Board's second annual 'See for Yourself' program this summer. This trip is designed to give him and the other selected individuals a better understanding of what their check-off dollars are doing for the soybean industry.

The delegation left St. Louis on July 13 for Mexico, which is the number one importer of U.S. soybean meal. Along the way, they will tour several facilities that represent various end users of U.S. soy and have the opportunity to interact with USB leadership and provide their perspective and feedback on the checkoff. Several of the USB's areas of focus, including biodiesel, new uses, animal agriculture and international marketing, will take center stage during this whirlwind tour.
AGR 2009 Reunion/Party
More than 60 Brothers, Rho-Mates, spouses and friends enjoyed the AGR 2009 Reunion/Party on Saturday, May 30, in Portage, WI. The festivities included golf, tours of local historical sites, dinner, dancing and music by “Buttons and Banjo” provided by Brother Len Strozinski. 
Who did you miss by not coming to the shindig? Well, attendees included: Jon Wangen, Leon & Sondra Wolfe, Gayle Bacon, E Keith Hobson, Bill & Debbie Boehm, Glen & Vicki Denk, Eugene & Margaret Hansen, Paul & Joanne Juckem, Duane A Kaas, Len & Diane Strozinski, Dave & Lorraine Torkko, Bud & Nancy Brown, Tom & Denise Gearing, Skip & Grace Nordahl, Jack & Linda Ourada, Sid & Joyce Patey, Carl & Diane Schaumberg, Harland Schneider, Jim & Nodji Van Wychen, Robin & Susan Macleish, Kay Macleish, Richard & Marsha Heuer, Clarence & Maryellen Boettcher, John & Jane Govek, Lee & Barbara Born, Dave & Joan Cassellius, Jerel & Jane Steckling, Ron & Janice Rasmussen, Jim & Ninevetch Raymond, Tom & Judy Mueller, Mary Lund, Ed Scholler, Joe Waldo, Mike Kawleski, Andy & Sue Zellmer, Walter Taylor.
Sincere thanks to the planning committee for all their hard work on making this a fun event: Dave & Joan Cassellius, Robin & Susan Macleish, Sid & Joyce Patey, and Len & Diane Strozinski. 

Also, Ron Rasmussen graciously agreed to host the 2011 reunion near Holcombe, WI. Thank you! We’re sure he’d appreciate volunteers to help him plan the event, so please contact him at rrasmus@unitedfcs.com. 
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Nancy and Bud Brown (#64), Jon Wangen (#15), and Ninevetch and Jim Raymond (#127), enjoy dinner with current Alpha Psi Noble Ruler Walter Taylor (#894). Looking on is Robin MacLeish (#93).
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Mike Kawleski (#272) and Len Strozinski (#60) harmonize on some tunes. 
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Tom Gearing (#69), Bill Boehm (#45) and Paul Juckem (#53), compare notes while looking at the composite pictures from their college years. In the background is Skip Nordahl (#77).

Hope you enjoyed this issue!

Alumni and Rho-Mates of the Alpha Psi Chapter of Alpha Gamma Rho – this is your newsletter!  We hope it’ll help you keep in touch with your peers, find out what they’ve been doing, reconnect, and get reacquainted. 

In each issue, we’ll cover stuff you’re interested in:

· Alumni & Rho-mate News – Profiles of Brothers and Rho-mates, whether it’s changes in their career, family or location; awards or honors they’ve received; and any other interesting items.

· AGR events – Invitations to all the upcoming formals, picnics, ballgames, etc. And if you can’t make it, we’ll let you know what happened.

· Interesting links – Personal web sites/blogs of Alumni Brothers and Rho-Mates; AGR and agricultural Internet pages; and other useful, entertaining, or important links. 

· And much more!
However…we’re counting on you to make this newsletter successful. We need two things:

1. Updated email addresses. Please send us any email addresses of Alumni/Rho-Mates that you know, and let us know when yours changes, too. We don’t want to miss anyone!

2. Alumni and Rho-Mate News. If you know of anything happening in an Alumni Brother’s or Rho-Mate’s life (including YOUR OWN), please let us know. This is how we’ll keep in touch with our AGR Brothers and Rho-Mate Little Sisters.

Just click here to send your news or email addresses – that’s all there is to it.
Enjoy the newsletter, and we look forward to hearing from you!

Alpha Psi web site is constantly being updated
If you haven’t surfed the Alpha Psi web site (www.agralphapsi.com), you should. The Undergraduates have worked steadily on it and are constantly improving it.

As an Alumnus, be sure to fill out the Alumni Contact Update Form to help the chapter update the Alpha Psi directory. If you provide an email address, the Undergraduates can also regularly send you meeting minutes, if you wish.
Mark your calendars
· July 21, 2009 – AGR Party, WI Farm Technology Days, Waterloo, WI

· September 26, 2009 – AGR Homecoming, Westwind Supper Club, River Falls
· July 21, 2010 – AGR Reception, 2010 WI Farm Technology Days, Alpha Psi, River Falls
Any questions or comments about the newsletter?

Just click here, jot them down and send. Thanks for reading!

Fraternally yours,

The Editors






